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Up Coming Events :

October
& - 8"
& - 8"

6" -17"
17 - 19"
Nowvember
4/11/19
5/11/19

- 29" Annual conference of MGOCSM & YM, Venue CCET, Bhilai.
- 20" Annual Conference of the Marth Mariam Vanitha Samajam,

Venue CCET, Bhilai

- Principals and Vice Presidents Annual meet, Venue CCET, Bhilai.
- Inter MGM fest, Venue CCET, Bhilai.

- Perunal of L.L. Stephanose Mar Theodosius
- Silver Jubilee celebration of STOTS

Venue : 5t. Thomas Mission Bhilai.




The “Dormition of the Mother of God” on August 15 is a great feast of the Orthodox Church all over the world.
Though not mentioned in the Bible, this event is supported by the tradition of the Church from 5" Century AD.
We can rightly assume that since St. Mary was a special person, her end also would have been a special
event. [thas fo be observed with all due honor. Butitis not enough to celebrate a feastin her name. We have
to practice herideals in our life.

5t. Mary should be a corrective influence in our nation today, when the dignity of woman is at the lowest ebb.
There is no end to the onslaught of crimes against women. Even very small children are not spared by the
devils in the form of human beings! We wonder whether it is same India, which has a noble cultural heritage,
of which every Indian is proud of. Women were held in high esteem in our country from time immemorial.
Women ascetics, rulers, philosophers etc, are found in our history. Women were considered as incarnation
of goddesses. She was sakthi, the personification of primordial energy. The earth was venerated as a
woman. The nation is called the 'mother', Bharat matha. But all these respectful notions about women were
eroded inthe mad rush of commercialization, lust and greed. The idolatry of flesh rampant in our society has
made woman an object of desire. What a shameful state we areintoday! A true understanding of the person
of the Mother of God can definitely change the topsy turvy image of woman. Every mother should see herself
in place of St. Mary and train her children, especially the boys to respect and behave well with their sisters.
No undue love or care should be given to male children. The dignity of woman should beginin our homes.

The Church also should change her attitude to women. They should not be treated as second class
members. What happens in our Church is that 5t. Mary is given the highest hanor, higher than all the male
saints, but our women are pushed to the last place in the Church. Is it not a paradox to be corrected? Thank
Godthe Churchis slowly changing.

Simon De Beauvoir, the companion of the existential philosopher Sartre, wraote in her book on women, The
Second Sex thatitis the duty of every human being, bath man and woman to strive for transcendence. She
adds thatthe mystics are the real human beings as they only can comprehend the ultimate reality. On the day
of the Assumption of St. Mary letus remind curselves that our aimis also to be lifted into heaven like her. Let
us exalt St. Mary as the model for keeping the dignity of all human beings, especially the women.
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1 5th August is very significant for an Indian Christian for the
twin celebrations of Independance Day as well as the Feast of
Assumption of St.Mary .In the first half of August the Church
observes 15 days Shoonoyo lent and it culminates on 15th
August. As per Christian tradition the Feast of the Saints are
celebrated not according to their Birthdays but on the day when
they left this world “to be with Christ”. Hence the Church exhorts the
faithful to observe the Feast of Assumption with spiritual preparation
and piety.The life of St.Mary shall serve as a motivation in our spiritual

journey. Following the footprints of Theotokos { Mother of God) let us all dedicate ourselves to
the will of God and pledge to grow in the virtues of obedience , humility and compassion . May
the intercession of the Holy Mother be a refuge for us !

“And seek the peace of the city where | have caused you to be carried away
captive, and pray to the LORD forit; for in its peace you will have peace.” Jer .24.7

The celebration of Independence Day on August 15" is an occasion when we have to
specially uphold our Nation and its leaders in prayer. The Independence Day celebrations
should rekindle in us the spirit of patriotism. Unfortunately for many of us it has become just
another holiday to relax and to do the household chores.We shall always keep in mind the fact
that the freedom that we enjoy today is the result of the sacrifices of millions of people who
were willing to give their life for the greater cause. Honouring them should not be limited to mere
words rather we need to emulate their glittering examples and dedicate ourselves for the
service of the Nation.

May The Almighty bless You All.

Yours Shepherd in Christ,
Dr.Joseph Mar Dionysius
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Reflections on the Orthodox Christian

Theology and
Traditions Regarding St. Mary

Dr. Joseph Mar Dionysius SS§T

Metropalitan of Calcutta Divcese & Director of 81 . Thomas Missian, Bhilai

1. Introduction

5t. Mary the Holy Mother of our Lord Jesus
Christ can be called as the first Christian as she is the
first human being to receive Christ, She was
instrumental in bringing down salvation and
atonement of the fallen humanity and all the created
orders. She is the prototype and model for all
Christians. As Jesus took virgin birth from Mary she
15 the only resource for the human nature of our Lord.
"Maryology' is the theological branch dealing with the
studies of St Mary, This article is not a theological
study in depth, but is aimed to reflect the
basic/fundamental, traditional, theological and
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liturgical concepts and faith for our orthodox
belicvers in connection with the 'soonoye' lent a.
the festival of 'translation / ascension of 5t. Mary',

2. Titles of St. Mary

Many varied symbolic titles have been
attributed to her in Biblical, Liturgical and Patristic
traditions of the church, 'Burning thorny bush
remaining without burntout and damage'(Exodus
3:2), "Woman wearing the sun'(Rev.12:1-2), 'Clozsed
door' (Ezekiel 44 : 1-2), 'Golden Vessel that kept the
Manna', 'Queen of Angels', 'Crown of
Martyrs', Thove of Purity bearing
the Aged Eagle' etc are some of
the titles.

3. Life of St. Mary
As per the traditions of the church,
Mary was an orphan girl, her parants
Joachim and Hanna expired in her early
childhood. She was brought up in
Jerusalem temple under the guardianship
of the priests and later, as she was grown up,
got betrothed to Joseph, an aged saintly man who
took care of her. Even before entering the married
life, she conceived in Holy Spirit through the
annunciation of the word of God, the Logos by
Archangel Gabriel. She gave birth to our Lord at
Bethlehem in a cave meant for cattle and all these
Biblical events are narrated in Lucan chapter land
2. Later she moved to Nazareth to stay along with
child Jesus and Joseph who served as the father
protector of the divine family. By the time our
Lord started his public ministry at the age of thirty,
Joseph might have been demised and St. Mary
probably followed her son closely as a shadow,
Ewven in gospel narratives she appears here and
there at certain places of Jesus' public ministry
(Mt 12:46-50; Lk.8:19-21%. In a most emotional and
pitiful situation at the feet of the cross Mary was seen
crying along with other women folk. Our Lord was
very much concerned about His mother, That is the
reason why even amidst the agony of His death Jesus
was thinking about His mother and entrusted her
protection and security to His dearly beloved
disciple, St. John the ascetic.

4. Role in the early church.

The leading, inspiring and resourcing role of
5t. Mary in the early Christian Community is highly
commendable. She was respected above all saints,
Till the advent of second century (the flourishing age
of martyrs), the churches throughout the world were
all built in the name of St. Mary, Her presence in
every activity of the early Christians was inseparable
and dynamic. She participated in the vigil of the first
community of around 120 Christians including the
apostles at Mark's bungalow for filling with the Holy
Spirit, the Pentecost day event which marks the



birthday of Christianity. St. Mary
actually resourced and mmspired St,
Luke to write his gospel. The birth
and childhood narratives of Jesus
in Lucan gospel are specifically
resourced by St Mary,

5. Annual feast days

One lent and five canonical
festivals and feast days are
observed annually in the name of
Haoly Mary in the church.
4. Seed Sowing Festival on Jan.
15 in the name of the Holy Mother
b. Holy Annunciation Feast Day
and Annunciation Sunday. These
mark the Annunciation of the word
of God to Mary by Gabriel, the
archangel, The festival day is
invariably on March 25 and this
day, even if it falls on good Friday,
is observed as festival along with
the celebration of Holy Mass.
However the Annunciation Sunday
comes on variable date falling in
December before Christmas,
Theologically and faith wise the
Holy Anmunciation bears
paramount importance as it marks
the union of Logos with flesh.
c. Reaping Festival on May 15
in the name of the Holy mother,
d. Translation / Ascension
Festival on August 15, This
Festival is one of the most
important and significant one for
the Eastern Orthodox Churches as
it marks the event of transtfer of the
Holy Mother to heavenly abode
along with her sanctified body
without allowing the mortal decay.
Although this is a traditional faith
15 treated as dogma in Western /
Roman Catheolic Church.
e. Glorification Festival of

St. Mary on December 26,

Apart from these feasts and
festivals and 15 days soonove lent
of Aug. 110 15, every Wednesday
is observed with canonical fasting
and prayers in the holy name of 5t.
Mary. September 8 is celebrated as
Birthday Feast of St. Mary in
Western / Roman Catholic Church
tradition. Due to the sincere piety
towards Holy Mother and the
influence of Roman Catholic
Church Tradition, the observation
of Sep, 8 is common nowadays
among our orthodox people also,
Church does not exert ban on this
because any spiritual observation

in the name of holy Mother is
blessing-full.
6. Basic/ Fundamental Faith and
Dogma regarding Si. Mary.
Three titles have been
attributed to St. Mary depicting
the dogmatic theological facts,
6.1, Theoptokos (Gk): The
meaning is 'Mother of God', How
can a mortal woman conceive God
and give birth? It is practically
impossible in human thinking, but
for God everything is possible,
Two heresies, "Arainism’ that
indirectly and "Nestorianism' that
direetly deny this title and usc a
heretic one as 'Christoptokos’,
meant Mother of Christ. 5t.
Ephraim, the Holy Syriac Poet of
4th century fought against this
heresy till his last breath and in
one of his liturgical songs he says
"Even my bones in grave yard
shall proclaim that St. Mary as the

mother of God; if any doubt arise
even in my thinking [ shall fall in
hell along with Nestor” { the
heretic excommunicated Patriarch
of Constantinople )

6.2 Aparthenos (Gk): The
Meaning is 'Eternal Virgin' The

Virginity of $t. Mary remained
undefiled before and after giving
birth to our Lord (Ezekiel 44: 1-2).
How is it possible for 2 woman to
remain virgin even after delivery?
To answer this puzzle our spiritual
fathers effectively use three
important Biblical symbaols - (1)
the hard fire rock giving water
{Exodus 17:6), (2) the tree
delivering the lamb (Gen. 22:13)
and (3) the fish bearing coing in its
mouth (Mt. 17 2 27). If these
unnaturzl impossible events were
happened, then why not the virgin
birth of Jesus Christ becomes a
reality?

6.3 Arch Hagios (Gk): The
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meaning is 'Chiefl Saint' or 'Saint
Above all'. This has allusion in our
liturgical prayers. She Stands at the
top of all the intercessional saintly
hierarchy and does intersession to
our Lord Jesus Christ, the supreme
and the final one who intercedes
eternally for the entire world to
Father the God by showing His
sacrificial bloodshed on the cross.

Cur orthodox faith and the
theological stand based on Bible
and Patristic Tradition are neither
that of western / Roman Catholic
nor that of the Protestant extremes.
We cannot digest and admit the
waorshiping attitude and theories of
the Roman Catholic church such as
{1} "The lmmaculate Conception
Theory' that upholds the
immaculate virgin birth of Mary
from her mother and {2) The Co-
redeemer Concept' that gives
almost equal importance and
shared salvific role of 5t. Mary
along with Jesus Christ, on one
hand and on the other hand the 'egg
shell' attitude of protestants that
deny due adoration and
intercessional role as the mother of
God to St. Mary. Our attitude is
very clear. Though we do not

worship 5t. Mary (we worship
only the One True Triune God, The
Holy Trinity), but due respect and
adoration are accorded and we
admit humbly the high value of
her intercessional potency above
all saints.

Although we don't subscribe
to the Immaculate Conception, but
do consider Mary who took birth
as an ordinary girl and led a holy
life. In orthodox tradition the
sanctitication and glorification of
Mary before the holy annunciation
through Holy Spirit are upheld.
That 15 the reason why her
glorified body that resourced the
Holy Body and human nature of
our Lord, had not met mortal
decay. In our case, when we die
our mortal body has to meet decay
and at the time of the second
coming of our Lord we would
resurrect wearing the glorified
body to welcome our Lord, The
basis and authenticity of this hope
15 on the fact that the Holy Flesh
and Blood of our Lord are diffused
and dissolved in the mortal body of
every believer.

7. Conclusion

The overwhelming
spiritual presence and
intercessional guidance of 5t. Mary
in the life of the Church as a whole
and that of every Believer are a
reality. Theological rich references,
allusions and prayers to 5t. Mary
adom all our hiturgies, worships
and feast, Average Christians are
not aware of these. Mary a plous
poor virgin girl is selected and
sanclified to receive and bear the
incarnate Logos, Jesus Christ the
second person in the Godhead.
This divine appointment is not
based on her life merit or value of
virtues, but on the Grace of God,
The archangel Gabriel at the time
of annunciation addresses "Mary
full of Grace, Peace unto you; our
Lord is with yvou™ (Lk.1:26-30),
This is the Biblical basis of our
canonical prayer "Hail Mary full of
Grace-—-". We do not agree the
use of the Western/ Roman
Catholic Church terminology "Hail
Mary full of virtues--". May the
intercession of St Mary bea

refuge for us!
1l

ST MARY: A PATH TOWARDS JESUS

“For behold, henceforth all gencrations will call me blessed.™ m

God chose a poor virgin girl to be His mother. He never even looked for a proper place to be born. He had all the
opportunities to choose the best for His advent to this earth. God sees the best in those who are poor, who are weak and
who are desolate.

Mary was a poor girl who staved at the temple, stitching the cover (Ka'bilana) for covering the bread offerings in the
temple. Her parents passed away at a voung age itself, and she was fully submitted to the service of God. God found her
to be the perfect option to be His mother, hecause He Himself was hecoming an otffering, so she was assigned to be the
covering (Ka'bilana) of that offering. Her womb carried Him for nine months, and after that followed Him throughout
His life, wherever He went, wherever He needed her presence, she was a silent presence all over there. Mary knew that
He was a sword that will pierce through her soul, but she Tully aceepted the fact and supported Him all throughout éven
till the Golgotha.

What makes someone, a Saint?

Whenwe look into the life of Mary, she being a poor girl from the village of Nazareth had only a few responsibilities to be
fulfilled, but after God chose her to be the mother of the Savior, 2 tremendons responsibility was kept on her shoulders,
Without any hesitation, or without a second thought she accepted the God's call by declaring, “Behold the maidservant
af the Lord! Letitbe to me according to your word.” She did her part extremely well, took care in the bringing up of the
Man who is going to save the world.

She wias awoman who knew the value of prayer, She used to pray all nights with wet eyes, this might have molded the life
af young Jesus to retreat from the busy and hectic schedules of the daily life and pray at night being alone from all the
distractions of the world. This gave Jesus the strength to search for new Manna to feed those who follows Him.

Look into the wedding at Cana, it was a wedding of her relative, There she understood the need of the household, and
asked Jesus to do the necessary for them. She was reminding Him of his own abilities. She was strengthening Him and
showing Him that it is the time to exhibit His abilities to the outside world, This incident made Jesus aware of His
strengths and abilities. 1 feel that, if this incident had not happened, Jesus' ministry would have been in a different way,
She understood the will of God and worked according to it. After this incident, Mary withstood hersell from the public
life of Jesus, she never asked Him anything, nowhere in Seripture, we can find Mary asking something to Jesus.

Mot even a single moment of her life, she walked away from God's plan. Neither she waited for the sympathy of the
world nor compromised with her dignity, ¢ven in the worst of situations, she kept her head raised. She is a perfect
example for allthe women especially. She showed that women can also lead a saintly life. She is a true saint, a bridge that
canconneet us to Jesus,

May herintercession be a lortress for our sonls!
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by God that the Immaculate Mother of God, Mary Ever
Virgin, when the course of her earthly life was finished
was taken up body and soul into the glory of heaven.”
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“But as for you, continue in what
you have learned and firmly
believed, knowing from whom you
tearned it, and how from
childhood you have known the
scared writings that are able to
instruct you for salvation through
Jfaith in Christ Jesus". 2 Timothy

3: 14-15

Christian parenting refers to that
high responsibility from the part of
parents in nurturing their children
with special attention to their
spiritual growth. As this parish is
celebrating the sathabdhi of this
origin, let us look at the above
passage in order to get some
insights thtat will throw light on the
spiritual nourishment of our new
generation. The above verse in an
instruction given by Paul to one of
his beloved companions who got
good Christian parental care in his
childhood. Paul's cxhortation to
timothy appears in a passage where
the Apostle speaks about the
change the dangers of some, whose
bad nature would spoil the Church.
However Paul from his own
personal experience with Timothy

@ -y m

Bible Study;
TIMOTHY: AN IDEAL

MODEL OF FAITH
FORMATION IN
THE PRESENT CONTEXT.

Fr. Reji K. Geevarghese

{Prof. Orthodox Theological Seminary, Kottayam)

had a different opinion abut
Timothy, This is clearly indicated
by the contrasting particle 'but' at
the very beginning of this sentence,
1. Family as the back born of
Faith Formation,

Paul reminds Timothy, “But as for
you, continues in what you have
learmed and firmly belived,
knowing from whom you learmed
it

The above is a very remarkable
comment about Timothy, Who is
Timothy? He is a convert, He was
born o parents of a mixed
marriage. His mother was Jewess
and Tather was a Greek (efl
Actsl6:1-3). Timothy was a son
born of an inter cast marriage in all
probability. He had very pious and
hopeful upbringing under the
special care of his mother {Eunice)
and his grandmother, Lois. He was
instructed by them giving hope for
the Messiah (2 Timl:5, 3:15). Paul
circumcised him and Timothy was
set apart as an evangelist by the
laying on of hands (1 Tim 4:14, 2
Tim 4:5)

Timothy joined the company of
Paul when the Apostle came to
Lystra during his missionary

journcy. On many occasions Paul
sent him to different churches to
Macadonia (Acts 19:22), to Corinth
(1 Cor 4:17) to Philippi { Pup
2:19,23) to Thessalonia ( I Thesa
3:2,6) to Ephesus (1 Tim 1:3) etc,
Paul Speaks Positively about him
on many occasions {1 Cor, 4:17,
16:10) apart from his good
comments in this Pastoral epistle
(2 Tim 1:5, 3:15).

Paul brings two things to Timothy's
attention. First, 15 an exhortation to
keep what he has learned and
{irmly believed and practiced in
life. Second, is a strong reminder
about the source of his faith and
practice. Paul says, “Now you have
observed my teaching, my conduct,
my aim in life, my faith, my
patience, my love, my
steadfastness, my persecutions and
suffering the things that happened
toe me in Antioch, [conium, and
Lystra™. The Apostle is just
recalling all the hardships he
endured during his missionary
endeavors of which. Timothy was
also a partner (cf, Acts 13-14,
16:1) Paul views the trails,
tribulations and afflictions as part
of godly (Greek —euseheia) lite
(2Tim 3:12). It is significant that



Timothy also shared these pains
with Paul in their missionary work.
Paul just instructs Timothy to hold
fast to what his companion in
mission has already leamed from
his mother and grandmother right
from his childhood itself. The
mother and grand mother instilled
faith in Timothy and it developed to
itz peak in his growih and bore
fruits as he devoted his entire life
for the spread of the gospel along
with Paul. Paul's word of appraizal
on his faith i1s remarkable. The
spiritual initiation one gets at home
is only a first installment of his'her
faith which is reflected throughout
one's life, If the faith foundation is
strong one can with stand all odd
life situations which challenge one's
faith in many respects. If it is
superfluous the faith will be lost in
the test of time. Thus, Paul's
Instruction points to the pivotal and
vital role that the family plays in
the faith formation of our children.
Paul reminds Timothy about the
sources from which he had been
instructed. Timothy's mother and
grandmother played decisive roles
in molding him in Christian
ammosphere although they were
staying too far from Israelite
Families, Many a time parents
blame others for not instructing
their children how to walk
according to religious directives. At
the same time they conveniently
find excuses for not taking the
initiative to impart the Christian
message to the new generations.
Timothy's case is different. He led a
meaningful life honoring his name
which means, “venerating God™.
Studies have shown that an Indian
vouth spends around three hours a
day interacting with media like TV,
cell-phones, iPods, internet, video
games and so forth, Mostly the
parents in the Diaspora are working
class people and they hardly get
time to look after the interest their
kids. The absence of elders like the
grandma and grandpa in the family
further aggravate the situation,
They have the first {lat culture
which creates lots of mental
problems for them. The upbringing
in the nuclear family pushes them
to depend heavily on media and
friends for their development.
Consequently theyv expect such
visual impacts from the liturgy they
attend and complain that the
orthodox worship is monotonous
and full of repetitions.

2. The Scripture as the
Foundation for Faith —leading to
salvation
The second thing Paul wants his
companion to be instructed in is
refllected in these word, “how from
childhood you have known the
sacred writings that are able to
instruct you for salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus.” By the time
Paul wrote the letters to Timothy
(probably 80s or 90s A, Jesus
teaching (the teachings of Jesus in
the rudimentary from, (cf 1 Tim
5:18), attained a parental authority.
For a Jewish boy it is mandatory to
undergo religious mstruction, His
mother being a Jewess, Timothy
must have received regular
religious mending. In this the
scripture occupies an important
role. The guideline to wisdom and
wholeness is recognized as
Scripture, Timothy would be a
third generation Christian whose
religious faith is centered not only
on Jewish scripture but on the
interpretation of scripture. Timothy
was a young man when gospel
reached Lystra. For a Jewish boy
the three divisions of the
seriptures- the Torah, the Prophets
and the writings provided the
curriculum, To this comes his faith
in Christ. The interpretation of the
scripture provided a way to see that
in Christ the promises of old have
come to its fulfillment. Paul
accentuates the potential of the
scripture in shaping the spiritual
life of Timothy. He also stresses
the importance of leaming the
scripture at attender age,
The Apostle clearly states the
gurp-nsc of seripture in faith
ormation 1.e. leading one to
salvation through faith in Christ,
This is a very remarkable
observation to which our eyves must
be turned. Reading the Bible must
be a habit for a believer. There are
two source which can instruct a
believer how to conduct his/her
life, the Holy Bible and the
teachings ufy the church, which are
shaped in line with what is
revealed in the seripture. From
what Paul instruets to Timothy we
get the impression that one of the
prime responsibilities from the part
of parents is introducing the Bible
to the Bible to the children, As
Paul asserts, all seripture are
divinely ordered and the Holy
Spiril prepares the way for it's
receptively.

The great fathers of the Church
were all well —versed in the
scripture. One living example to
demonstrate how the scripture
forms foundation for strong
religious life at a tender age in our
generation is Sabharatnam H.G. Dr.
Gee Varghese Mar Osthathios. His
Grace completed the reading of the
entire Bible before he completed
his schooling. This laid the
foundation for His Grace's
spontaneous recollection of the
Biblical Verse to meet with the
needs of every situation. Nowadavs
children are more inclined to watch
TV, Playing with computer, using
mobile phones, ete. than in the
learning of scripture or the teaching
of the church, A utilitarian attitude
has taken complete control in the
life philosophy of our generation.
Every aspect of life is viewed with
its potential material benefits.
Expecting more returns than one's
responsibility to contribute to
other's growth has become the
order of life.

We live in an ape where everyone
wants to become professionals by
undergoing rigorus training under
Human Resource Development
Programmers. The faith dimension
gets less importance here. As a
result of this the society moves into
a direction of secularism which in
turn ereates lot of problems in the
society. Une of the most drastic
consequences of all these is that
there is no room for morals and
values. In order to lead the society
in the right direction by discerning
what is good and what is evil, one
should have good morals, This can
be imparted to one the formative
ages,

There are two source by which
Timothy got instructions as far as
his faith formation is concerned his
family and the seripture, Taking the
present context, where joint family
is disappearing and new teachings
about faith are rampant, Timothy is
an ideal model of true Christian life
and witness as to how one can grow
to become a witness of Christ, Our
new generation can emulate this
ennobling model. As the scripture
undoubtedly asserts, children are a
great blessing (Psalm 127:3) if they
are reared in true faith and practice.
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WOMAN - GOD'S MOST BEAUTIFUL CREATION

Mintoo Peter, Mumbai

Gt:rd who said, He could make descendants of Abraham from stones, chose to come to earth and dwell amongst us
through a humble woman. This incident shows how God values the role of a women in the society. He could have
taken flesh and body without the help of a woman, yet he chose not 1o,

Inthe beginning, God Looked with gladness at the vast universe and the beautiful world that He had created but He knew
that He had still 1o make the most wonderful part of the creation. First, God made the man, and named his Adam. But
even with all the animals to care for and play with, Adam was lonely. So God made Eve, the first woman, to be his wife,
so that they could talk, laugh, share their emotions and take care of each other,

Awoman is actually a companion given to man by God Almighty. When God created woman He knew that she had to be
special, She is a partner in life and a friend. God made her heart strong enough to carry the weight of everyday life, yet
gentle enough to give comfort. He gave her an inner strength to endure ehildbirth and the rejection that comes from her
own children many a times. Woman are undoubtedly a symbol of compassion and a pillar of strength. God has blessed
her with a hardness that allows her to keep going, when everyone else gives up and take care of her family through

sickness and figure without complaining,

The beauty of a woman must be seen in her soul, because that is the place were love care and humility reside. From Eve to
Mother Mary the bible gives examples of so many women who stood by their familics and committed to God. When Eve
represents curiously and disobedience, Mother Mary represents submission, obedience and commitment to God, From
there on if we flip the gﬂges of history through two thousand vears, We see the picture of a woman who wants to liberate

herself, build her life,

ring up her family and contribute to the society. At the same time, she wants to important the best

values to her children and be spiritually uplifted. She wants to enjoy the freedom as much as a man, and to be seen as an

equal partner in the family and in the society.

When you look around you see woman at all kinds of social status. Somebody comes up as the most influential woman in
the whole world and someone else, who is brutally molested and de]ﬁe‘{.ilgausﬁcﬂ for expressing her desire to be herself,

This disparity arises from the way our sociefy treats its women and prej

ce that women and her aspirations should be

suppressed for the “betterment” of society. Today when we hear encouraging stories about women achievers at one end,
we have endless stories of brutal atrocities, molestation, denial of justice and all kinds of social injustice on millions of

others whose stories go untold. The Christian community and the church take
must be treated and respected for her individuality. For a Christian, Mother

ide in demonstrating how the woman
15 placed second to the son and our

intercessory prayers to her are considered in the highest order. The lord has demonstrated this by obeying His mother in
the wedding ceremony and His compassion for her wellbeing when He was in the utmost suffering on the cross. As
political thinkers have pointed out, a sociery's status improves only when its women's status improve, When a society

starts

respecting the inner beauty of a woman and her importance, its children grow up as responsible citizens, peace

prevails in the world, and evervthing around flourishes for the betterment of human race. Praise the Lord.
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THE SHEPHEREDS WHO LED THE LEADER.

A character who did not get much
attention or any importance in the
deliverance history of lsracl.
Zipporah was one of the 7
daughters of the priest Jethro of
Midian and also the wife of Moses.
In the Holy Bible, she in being
mentioned four times and them all
are in the book of exodus. Three
times they are mentioned, before
the deliverance. And after that one
time. There in an argument
regarding the mentioning of
Zipporah in Numbers 12:1. Even
though Zipporah being mentioned
4 times, she had that quality which
attracts much importance,

The meaning of the word
Zipporah means sparrow or little
bird. As the meaning itself depicts
that Zipporah used to lead a hife of
freedom Even though Jethro had 7
daughter, Zigpurah 15 the only
daughter to be mentioned (Ex 2:
16-22) in the bible. A brave &
courage girl who gave protection
and support to her six sisters and
her sheep from the wild animals
and other shepherd who used to
frightened and chased them,
Zipporah was a person who had
such courage to accept a man as
her husband who was a fugitive
and feared the death sentence. She
agreed to live with a man who

never hesitated to commit two
murders. She was ready to accept
all the trails which she has to face
with her husband. Moses was a
person who had feared of the
%Jhamuh army due to his mistakes,

e can see his fear and his
helplessness from the naming of
his first son, 'Gershom' which
means [ am a foreigner or
sojourner (Ex. 2:22). A sense of
deep repentance as well as
loneliness was disturbing Moses
and Zipporah was capable in
1'emm'in;;b[lhusc feelings from the
mind of Moses and regained his
peace of mind. We can explore this
by the name of his second son
'Elizear’ which means God Helps.
(Ex 18:4)

There were two things which
attain much imporlance regarding
zipporah,

1. On the way to Egypt when the
angel of God sought to kill Moses.
It was Zipporah who stepped
forward and saved Moses, from
the hands of the angel of God by
circularizing her son. Imagine the
agony of a mother to force herself
to make her son to bleed for the
sake of her husband and also her
courageness and her bravery. She
did not care for her life or her

Ashwin 5. John, Calcutta Diocese, STOTS

emotional or mental agony. Rather
she only cared for the safety of her
family and was ready to sacrifice
for that.

2. Another thing which we can sec
about Zipporah taking the
responsibility of rasing their
children alone and letting her
husband to do the will of God. For
that purpose she took the whole
responsibility of the family, In Ex
18:2, we can see Jethro, the father
in Law of Moses, bringing back his
wife & children to Moses whom he
had sent away at some point in the
desert. Which might be for the sake
of their protection From that point
till their reunion with Moses, it
was Zipporah who took full
responsihility of the family. We can
undoubtfully say that Zipporah
stood a back born of Moses and
she took over the responsibility of
Moses as a father as a son — in- Jaw
and other responsibility, so that
Moses might work for the will of
god and the deliverance of Israel.
Even though she knew that Moses
was going to a place where he was
having powerful enemies, who
could take his life. She was ready
to take the risk and put her trust
completely in God,

In today's world, Zipporah is a role
model to all of us. We speak much
regarding the empowerment of
women. The empowerment of
women doesn't mean that a woman
is supported to do all things which
a man does, A man and women are
equal, Both of them have separate
and unique qualities, which can't
be held tor comparison. Zipporah
gave shelter to a fugitive. She
became a life partner to a murder.
She stepped forward for the safety
of her family. And lastly for the
will of God, to be fulfilled, she
took the responsibility of the
family. She took all these burden
because that this was her purpose
& God's will. If Zipporah hadn't
taken these risks then may be there
would not have been a leader
Moses for the deliverance of Israel.
Let her life be an example for all of
us. Indeed Zipporah was a
shepherdess to a leader.
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Birthday celebration of

H.G Dr.Joseph Mar Dionysius
Bhilai: The 63" birthday celebration of H.G Dr. Joseph
Mar Dionysius of Caleutta Diocese was celebrated at
Mocesan Mission centre His Grace celebrated Holy
Qurbana on morming 157 June, After the Holy Qurbana,
His Grace gave clothes to the labours and cakes was
distributed to all. Honourable MLA Sri. Vidya Ratan
Bhasin met His Grace and expressed his wishes.

5t. Thomas Orthodox Congregation Chapel,
Jharsuguda consecrated by H.G Dr. Joseph
Mar Dionysius

Jharsupuda: The 5t Thomas Orthodox Congregation
Chapel was dedicated to the belicvers by H.G Dr. Joseph
Mar Dionysius on July 3% 2019 5t. Thomas Day. The chapel
was constructed under the leadership of the vicar Fr. Aju K
Varghese and Mr. 8§ Daniel. Very Rev Geevarghese
Ramban, Fr. Kurian Abraham, Fr. V. Daniel, Fr. Joby
George and Fr. Biju Daniel were present during the
consecration, After the Holy Qurbana public meeting was
held which was presided by H.G Dr. Joseph Mar Dionysius
and  varous programs were conducted by the Parish
members, Almost 75 people including Catholic priests and
nuns attended during the consecration ceremony. H.G Dr.
Joseph Mar Dionysius thanked Mr. 8§ Daniel for giving a
classroom for Sunday service.

Diocesan General Body Meeting
Bhilai: Diocesan General Body meeting was held on
15" June 2019 at $t. Thomas Mission, Bhiilai. General
Body Mecting was presided by H.G Dr. Joseph Mar
Donysius. Very. Rev Thomas Ramban | diocesan
Secretary presented the annual report. The annual
accounts were approved and passed, MGM Darpan was
released by H.G. Dr. Joseph Mar Dionysius, MGM
Darpan iz a School Magazine {Quarterly Magazine)
students articles and school news will be added in the
Darpan. The 63" birthday celebration of H.G Dr. Joseph
Mar Dionvsius was celebrated during the meeting.
Almost 50 inclueding priests and diocesan
representatives attended the meeting.
Sunday School Teachers Meet

Bhilai: The Sunday School teachers’ meeting was held
on 15" June 2019 at 1, Thomas Mission Chapel, Bhilai.
The meeting was presided by H.G Dr. Joseph Mar
Dionysius. All Sunday School Teachers attended the
one- Day conference. The One-Day Conference was led
by Fr Nitin V Rajan. Fr. Lijo John Vice-President of
Sunday School, Mr. John Mathai director of Sunday
School, Fr. George C Varghese chaplain of 5t. Thomas
Chapel Bhilai, Fr. Aju K., Varghese manager of St
Thomas Mission and all Zonal representatives attended

the meeting.
m y-ser e
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(" TENTATIVE PROGRAMME OF BISHOP )
August
1-2 - Eco conference Madras (Chennai)
34 - Bhilai Aramana Missiion
5-10 - Haoly Episcopal Synod, Kottayam
12-15 - Qatar rDuha} for feast of S1. Mary
19-22 - OKR Priest Conference Udupi, Mangalore
23-25 - M.G.0. Church Dhanpuri
26-30 - STOTS Nagpur
September
1-9 - Mount Tabour Dayara
10-14 - Bhilai Mission
1517 - Kaollam Aramana Palli
17-30 - Bhilai Misssion/D0C
October
1-4 - Bhilai Misssion/D0C
a8-7 - Bombay Pawai Church
8-10 - DOC/Mission
1113 = Sarani School Silver Jubilee
14-18 - Principal Meet MGM Fest at Bhilai
159-21 - Delni Rohini Church
22-25 - Mizsion/DOC Bhilai
26-27 - Chandrapur Church
i 28-31 - Bhilai. J




MOMS NEWS

Bhilai: The XX Annual Conference of the Marth Mariam vanitha Samajam of Calcutta Diocese is to be held at C.C.E.T,
Bhilai. We exhort all the Vicars of the Churches and Congregations to send as much as delegates from respective units to be
part of this spiritual gathering. All parishes shall subsidise expenditure of the delegates to the maximum extent possible.
Date ; 5th to Tth October 2019 (Sunday 7.30 am to Tuesday 1.30 pm ) at St.Thomas Mission, Bhilai,

Theme: "The gracefulness of forgiveness” (Ephesians 4:32).

COMPETITION DETAILS
1. GROUP SONG
RULES
* Good Friday Sleeba Aradhana songs
* Number of Participants:{ Minimum 3, Maximum 5)
* Time limit: 5 min.
2. SPEECH
RULES
* Topics: 1.The gracefulness of forgiveness in womens life
2. Importance of cyber development and it's effects on Christianity
* Up to the age group of 45 yrs: Jumor Group
* Age 46 yrs — 65 yrs: Senior Group
* 66 yrs and above: Super Senior {Only one topic — The gracefulness of forgiveness in my life}
* Time limit: 7 min
* For juniors & seniors competition like previous vear,
* For Speech Competition only two prizes [First & Second)
* Lanpuage: Malayalam, English & Hindi
3. QUIEZ COMPETITION
RULES
* Portion:} Bible : st Luke & Ephesians 1 — 6.
+ Church History 1947 - 1975
I Holy Baptism
} Character study - 5t. Donysius
* Preliminary Round — 20 Marks Questions
* Final Round - 5 teams
* Hach unit can have one team consisting of 3 Members
* iz master's decision will be final
4.MEMORY VERSES COMPETITION

RULES

* Topic: 5t. luke & Ephesians

* Format:
I.Fill in the blanks [1x10= 10 marks]
2 Who said to whom [1x5 = 5 marks)|
3. Memory verses writing [1.53x20=30 marks]
4 Write any onc Bible verse which touch you from the above portion.

Why? (Write five points only) [ 5 marks ]

* Total marks 50, Time Limit — 30 min.
* This is common for all.
* Maximum number of participants from each unit 5,

MOMS EXAMINATION - 2019
Syllabus
Theme : Ephesians. 4:32
"And be kind to one another , tenderhearted , forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you."
Examination
1. Bible Study : Ephesians 1-6.
2. Memory Verses :
Eph.1) 1:9,102) 2:10:3) 3: 20.21
43429 5) 5:1.28 6y 60 1,13
3. Book : Feminine Gracefulness in the Holy Scriptures.
i Thiruvachana granthathile sthree lavanyam)
4. Faith Study ; Holy Baptism
5. Prayver : Maalakhamaarude Sthuthippu { Athyunnathangalil sworgheeva malakhamar
sthuthiklcunnathu Pele.......ocoociovinvininns 3
6. Song : Karthavae Karayillatha............. { Pambakluda Nammaskkaram page : 504, 505 )
Nirmalachitham nallkaname.
Examination date;

20.10.2019 (Sunday)
[Last date of registration for exam — August 23,2019] m JJLm,-_gE:rrgmg@
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10 years completion of Diocesan Darpan
Bhilai: We are glad that our Diocesan Darpan have
completed 10 years of Publications, We thank each
and every one for their contribution in publishing
Diocesan Darpan. We invite new articles to be
published in the 10" year anniversary of Darpan. We
need your prayers and support for publishing our
Darpan.
\

~

Pathamuttom: Milan 2019, a Calcutta Orthodox
family fellowship. For those who have returned
home after spending their lives in the parishes
under Calcutta Thocese and for those who are

visiting their native places from there, we are
Pl A g 5 2 SR il
providing and opportunity to come together on 2

October 2019 Wednesday for renewing their
friendship and revitalizing their spirit at Stephanos
Mar Theodosivs Memorial Mission Centre,
Pathamuttom, There will be devotional talks,
memorial le\nn 25 ol \Iar Theudumus T'hm:mem
cultural prog

should register thl.. namdes 11L f‘nn_ 1

through online smimmepathamutta

or through mob:9496873951,

9633R00798

TT'IIi."'.i.TT'Il..lI]'J TIUm
churches to be

\ Il\ rnt I can dn -:v:nthm'r_ thtnm,h Christ
who gives me strength” (Phil 4 ; 13)

Results of the SSAE-OKR inter ~Diocesan Competition held at STOTS, Nagpur on 14" July 2019

Nagpur The Orthodox Sunday
School Association of the East-Outside
Kerala Region, Inter-Diocesan
Compelition of 2018 was held
successfully at 8t, Thomas Orthodox
Theological Seminary, Nagpur on 14th
July 2019. There were active
participants from all the 7 dioceses.
The competitions were held in the
Senior and Secondary division for the
titles GANA SUGANDHI for Solo
Song Singing PRATHIBHA for
Elocution ¥IGNANI for Essay

Writing and PRAVEEN for Quiz. Miss Geethu Hannah John was selected as VIGNANI (Essay Writing, Secondary) from

Caleutla Diocese.

@ ur-serrang m



Consecration of St. Thomas Chapel, § l‘haﬂaﬂlyﬂrdinﬂsd]’rinst
Jharsguda, Odisha Fr. Gemcy Eappen (Thomas)

2" DEATH ANNIVERSARY
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

(17/09/2017)

LATE SMT. MARIAMMA CHACKO
W/o Shri P. Chacko (9893045671) ¢
47, Durgesh Vihar, J.K Road, Narela A
Shankari, Bhopal

and will Remain So Forever.”
A Tribute of Love from
Children's :
Sheena, Shiji & Merlin-Ebin, Joyan
- ALL ‘SHTAFF"% EM PLD‘IE;E;.S- " _
MGM INDUSTRIES|& MGM, ENTERPRISES) S
2Py _ BH%PABN - -




For Private Circulation Only Vol-X Issue lll July - September 2019

SOSAMMA ISSAC
26/8/18

Inserted by :
Husband - Issac Abraham
._Sﬂl‘l,, - Shaji Issac
Daughter-in-law - Raichel Shaji
Daughter - Sherly Shibu
Son-in-law - Shibu Sam

Grandchildren - .:éha, Ankit & Ashida

Published by : Fr. Aju K Varghese for Diocese of Calcutta, Bhilai - 26 (C.G.)

Chief Editor : Fr. Dr. Abraham Ooemmen



